
SABERSCENE
For every opportunity made 
available to our students, there 
are volunteers behind the 
scenes making that opportu-
nity possible! Pictured left are 
MHS teachers and staff mem-
bers Glenda Joyo, Jeanne 
Ichikawa, Susan Gomes, and 
Janyce Omura. TThey assisted 
in providing food & refreshment 
for the 60+ visiting college rep-
resentatives that participated in 
our 2015 Spring College Fair.

Kieth and Jessica Isagawa are 
celebrated along with the other 
175+ Faculty and staff mem-
bers at MHS on National 
Teacher’s Appreciation Day 
2015. Volunteer students, par-
ents, and community members 
offer faculty a hearty breakfast 
and a BIG MAHALO for their 
yearlong commitment to our 
youth!

AVID 11 students have 
adorned the campus with a 
colorful slew of congratulation 
signs that recognizes all of the  
reported college acceptances 
our Senior Class has earned 
thus far! In addition to celebrat-
ing our Senior class’ achieveing our Senior class’ achieve-
ments, this effort is aimed at 
promoting a college-going at-
mosphere at MHS!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The contest has begun! Please help MHS 
earn points by recycling your phone book at a 
participating recycle center and designating 
MHS! See the announcement for a list of par-
ticipating drop off locations or simply deliver 
your directory to the PCNC office. Contest 
ends May 22.

phone book  contest

Please join us on Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 6 
pm in our gym while we recognize seniors and 
juniors who have received special scholarships 
and awards this year. Our seniors have reached 
the $8 million mark in academic and merit schol-
arships, with many more coming.  Let’s cel-
ebrate their exceptional achievements.

senior   awards   night
On April 7, 2015 the Board of Education approved a 
change in school meal prices in accordance with a 2009 
state law requiring the Hawaii State Department of Edu-
cation to charge at least half the cost of preparing the 
meals. The new prices shown below will take effect on 
Wednesday, July 1, 2015.

SCHOOL  MEAL  PRICE  INCREASE

book   fair
Maui High Library will be hosting a Barnes and Noble 
book fair from June 1-3, 2015 during the hours of 
7:00am - 3:00pm. Students can use this opportunity 
for their summer reading assignments or just for 
summer leisure reading. Book requests will also be 
granted if the books are in stock at the Lahaina 
store. All proceeds benefit Maui High School Library 
soso please support! Payment types include cash, 
check or credit card. 

Remaining  dates

GRADUATION   REMINDERS



SABER SUPPORT
Mahalo for your Service

It was another successful year for our College Workshops & Career Fair 
at Maui High event which took place on April 13th. “The numbers indi-
cate a 10% increase in college participation (60 this year) and at least 
that many more families attended this year's event,” reports event coor-
dinator Mr. Tad Iwata. The free event open to all high school students 
and their families offered a variety of workshops on various college plan-
ning topics. It also coordinated over 60 college representatives to be ac
cessible to attendees .

college  workshop  &  Fair

Susan Gomes has 
worked under the 
DOE for over 25 
years and has spent 
most of that time 
with Maui High’s 
Counseling Depart-
ment.ment. She enjoys in-
teracting with stu-
dents and how ev-
eryday is never the 
same with them. 

teacher   &  Staff  appreciatioN    breakfast   &  Raffle



ACHIEVEMENT
Successful Sabers Among Us

citizenship   awardchemistry   olympiad
In March students from throughout the country took a 
written exam on chemistry. This was the first step in the 
multi-tiered US National Chemistry Olympiad.    The 
object of the test was to find students who might quali-
fy for the team of four who will represent the country at  
the International Chemistry Olympiad.  
From each state 10 of the top scores qualify to take the 
next level of exams. In Hawaii, each participating 
school is only allowed to submit 2 of its top scores to 
be considered for the state’s top 10. This year, BOTH of 
Maui High's top submissions made it to the top 10! The 
students are sophomore Joseph Kim and junior Damien 
Dumayas. They were able to participate in the next level 
ofof exams that were administered on Oahu on April 17, 
2015 at Leeward Community College.  

Stanford, and many other schools. I got to reconnect 
with students I met at other competitions such as the 
Intel ISEF. At this event, the Department of Defense 
(who funds the JSHS) made sure that many profession-
als in STEM fields were present for us to connect with 
and learn from. All of these people share my interests 
and my passion for learning making this an invaluable 
experience.”experience.”
Thomas will be attending the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in the fall and majoring in Mathematics. As 
for a career, Thomas will have numerous options all re-
lating to Mathematics and he plans to weigh all his op-
tions after taking university level Math courses.

2nd   in   region   and   3rd   in   nation  at  science  symposia



ACHIEVEMENT
Successful Sabers Among Us

“My Brother’s March” -Acrylic Painting by Erin Manibog

In April, Visual Art student Erin Manibog won the 
Martin Rockwell Award in Painting at the 37th Annual 
Art Exhibit and Scholarship Contest of the Lahaina 
Arts Association along with a $500 scholarship. Her 
entry was an acryllic painting of her younger brother 
in his Rose Bowl march earlier this year. 
AccordingAccording to Erin, she was mainly self-taught up 
until she began taking art classes at Maui High three 
years ago. She has already been accepted to the 
University of Oregon and its Art program. She will 
double major in Art and Japanese. 

lahaina  art association

Samples 
from 
Ysabelle’s 
AP Drawing 
Class Port-
folio.

Earlier this year Visual Art student Ysabelle Cerrafon 
submitted a portfolio of 8 works of art from her AP 
Drawing class to the Art Maui 2015 Scholarship compe-
tition at the MACC. Her work was selected as the top 
winner and earned Ysabelle a $2,000 scholarship 
award! 
Ysabelle has studied Art at MHS all four years. She is 
planning to attend UHMC this fall but has her eyes set 
on eventually attending Savannah College of Art and 
Design in Georgia or San Francisco College of Arts later 
on down the road. 

art   maui   winner

Maui High has regained top rank among public high 
schools in Maui County as rated by the Honolulu Maga-
zine (HM) and has earned top rank amongst Maui County 
public high schools for the first time under the Department 
of Education’s (DOE) fairly new Strive HI school account-
ability system. 
HM’s 2013 public school ranking had MHS ranked #164 
out of all public schools statewide and #1 amongst public 
high schools within Maui County. In 2014 HM adopted the 
new DOE’s Strive HI ranking system for its school com-
parison rating. Maui High’s 2014 Strive HI score was 219

which had us tied at 27th amongst Hawaii public high 
schools overall and ranked 2nd amongst Maui County 
public high schools. In 2015 Maui High managed a 5 point 
increase in our Strive HI rankings which bolstered us into 
the 18th spot for public high schools statewide and re-
turned us to the top spot amongst public high schools in 
the County.
To  view this year’s rating and article published by the Ho-
nolulu Magazine visit their website at 
www.HonoluluMagazine.com or google “Grading the 
Public Schools 2015”. 

our  island  school - top  ranked   public   high   school  in   County



ACHIEVEMENT
Successful Sabers Among Us

For the second year in a row our Academy of Hospitality and 
Tourism Program placed 1st in the state Career and Technical 
Education Performance Based Assessment (CTE-PBA) event 
in the field of Travel Industry Management. Our 1st place team 
consisted of Tiana Bautista and Joanne Engracio. The team of 
Nick Ramiscal and Austin Tapuro came in 2nd. All four stu-
dents have been a part of the MHS AOHT program for the past 
2 years. This is their first time competing in the State CTE PBA.2 years. This is their first time competing in the State CTE PBA.
For the assessment the teams were presented with a problem 
within the Food & Beverage department of a hotel chain. Stu-
dents were able to tour the property and ask follow up ques-
tions relating to the problem at hand. Their task was to analyze 
the situation and pitch a solution through a presentation that 
would include a swot analysis chart, strategic plan, outline, 
and an elevator pitch. The teams had 12 hours to complete 
their task.
According to Joanne, she and her partner  took 5 hours to de-
velop a solution and were left with only 7 hours to put their pre-
sentation together and practice it. “They had their doubts,” 
says MHS AOHT Director Lori Sanada, “but when I observed 
their presentations I knew they had a chance.” Joanne and 
Tiana’s first place prize package included a pair of 2-night 
stay’s at the Sheraton Waikiki plus access to their club floor! 
Both teams won a cash prize, $225 for 1st and $150 for 2nd. 

AOHT Teams Take 1st & 2nd  

Digital Media students Giel 
Tolentino and Zoe Whitney 
are 2 of 18 students select-
ed to participate in PBS 
New Hour’s  first Student 
Reporting Labs Academy 
in Washington, D.C. this 
summesummer. Middle and high 
school fellows will work 
alongside public media 
mentors to produce origi-
nal news content. They will 
also help program leaders 

develop strategies to engage young people in news and cur-
rent affairs, and ensure that youth voices are active in the con-
versations about critical issues facing the nation.
“Participating in the first SRL Academy will be a learning 
stretch for me. Working without the comfort of Hawai‘i or my 

teachers would bring me out of my comfort zone. I feel 
a bit nervous because it's all the way in Washington 
DC, but I'll have fun,” says Giel. “You have to make 
every opportunity you get worth it.” 
HerHer classmate Zoe is also looking forward to the expe-
rience. “I am super excited to be part of something new 
and promising. I grew up on PBS, so getting to partici-
pate in the evolution of their phenomenal organization 
is kind of surreal.”
Both girls are 3rd year Arts and Communication stu-
dents and are heading into their Senior year.  They ap-
plied for the program through an online survey and had 
to submit a qualifying video resume and letter of rec-
ommendation. John Fabella of Maui Waena was also 
selected to the program, bringing Hawaii’s representa-
tion to 3 out of the 18.  Maui Waena teacher and Video 
Club Advisor Jennifer Suzuki will serve as chaperone 
for the 3 Maui participants.

ACOM   students   make   the   cut   for   pbs  academy



Successful Sabers Among Us

It’s hard to keep count. MHS Auto has won the State Ford & AAA 
Autoskills Competition once again! This year, Maui High teams se-
cured the top two spots! 
“The competition was one of the most stressful things I've ever had 
to endure. I put a whole two years of studying into it and I didn't 
want it to go to waste... Finishing must have been the best part 
since we triple checked every little thing we touched,” says senior 
Joseph Burger. Joseph and his teammate David Casayuran made 
up this year’s winning duo. Maui High’s Edgar Pollante and Joey Lee 
secured 2nd place. 
TTo qualify for the finals, which is a hands-on competition, students 
must first take a written exam. The top 6 scoring teams move on. 
Joseph and David scored highest in the state on the written exams. 
In the finals the six teams work to repair their own 2015 Ford’s that 
are all "bugged" the same. Problems range from bad spark plug 
wires to blown fuses. The team to fix all of the bugs in the least 
amount of time wins. Both Maui High teams finished with perfect 
cars just 5 minutes apart. cars just 5 minutes apart. 
For some auto students, being in the auto program is more of a 
hobby, but for a student like Joseph who plans to work in the auto-
motive industry, its direct preparation for his future . “After high 
school, I plan on going to either Universal Technical Institute or Lee-
ward Community College to further my education in the automotive 
field. After that, I'd like to come back and live on Maui and work at 
a car dealership and eventually open up my own shop.”

Auto teams take 1st & 2nd

journalism     awardsNATAS     Regional    HS     Awards

ACHIEVEMENT



COMMUNITY NEWS
Summer Learning Opportunities
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